ACMT International Committee

International Educational Opportunities in Medical Toxicology


EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION
1. Israel
Institution: Israel Poison Information Center and Clinical Pharmacology Institute, Rambam Health Care Campus

Academic affiliation: The Rappaport Faculty of Medicine, Technion-Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa

Country: Israel

City: Haifa

Duration of training/rotation: Two weeks to three months. Full time is preferred, part time can be considered for longer duration of training (e.g., three months).

Curriculum:

The program combines clinical toxicology and clinical pharmacology.

Clinical toxicology (national poison center): 24/7 telephone service handling more than 26,000 annual calls to the poison center; 40% pharmaceuticals, 40% chemicals and 10-15% poisonous plants and animals. Service includes also drug information and reproductive toxicology. Inpatient bedside consultations (ED + wards) in Rambam Health Care Campus. Daily toxicology rounds, weekly reproductive toxicology round and journal club, biweekly seminar.

Clinical pharmacology: Inpatient bedside consultations, therapeutic drug monitoring, outpatient clinic, telephone consultations, weekly to biweekly journal clubs and seminars.

Responsibilities: Since knowledge in Hebrew is mandatory, an international trainee will not be able to provide independent telephone/bedside/outpatient consultations.

Curriculum: Instructed reading, case discussions, participation in bedside/clinic consultations, rounds and academic activities; all will be conducted in English. The trainee is expected to give seminars and review recent literature (journal club). Research opportunities will be offered while considering the time limitation (e.g., evaluation of poison center data).

Application requirements: 

Application letter + CV. Preference will be given to physicians board certified in their countries (e.g., Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, Emergency Medicine, and Intensive Care).

The need for work vs. trainee vs. tourist visa will be decided by Human Resources, Rambam Health Care Campus, according to the requirements of the Ministry of Interior Affairs.

Certification: Official letter approving the training period and subjects covered. No certification from the Ministry of Health or Scientific Council, Israel Medical Association, can be provided.

Contact information: 

Program directors:

Toxicology: Yedidia Bentur, MD, Director Israel Poison Information Center, Rambam Health Care Campus, P.O. Box 9602, Haifa 31096, Israel; Tel +972-4-8542725, Fax +972-4-8542092, e-mail d_bentur@rambam.health.gov.il  

Pharmacology: Norberto Krivoy, MD, Director Clinical Pharmacology Institute, Rambam Health Care Campus, P.O. Box 9602, Haifa 31096, Israel; Tel +972-4-8542725, Fax +972-4-8542092, e-mail n_krivoy@rambam.health.gov.il  

Web site: www.rambam.org.il 
2. Iran

Institution: Medical Toxicology Ward (Internal Department), Imam Reza Hospital, 
Academic affiliation: Mashhad University of Medical Sciences

Country: Iran

City: Mashhad

Duration of training/rotation: 

1. Currently it is run for local medical students (interns, SHOs) for 10 days. It is available throughout the year.  

2. Currently it is run for local residents of internal medicine (SPRs) for 30 days. It is available throughout the year. 

3. Observerships for consultants (staff physicians).   

  

Curriculum: Each year around 10,000 cases are referred to this center and more than 3,000 are admitted. Opioids, CNS medications, and organophosphates are some major causes.  

Application requirements: It is subjected to the current Iranian rules and regulation, and Mashhad University of Medical Sciences. Applicants may more easily enjoy observation but practicing medicine needs passing tests and documentation. 

  
Certification: Certificates can be provided. 

Contact information: 
Dr. Reza Afshari, MD, MPH, MSc, PhD

Assistant Professor of Clinical Toxicology

Head of the Development of Research and Education Department

Mashhad University of Medical Sciences

Medical Toxicology Research Centre

Email: AfshariR@mums.ac.ir 

Web site: http://www.mums.ac.ir
SOUTH EAST ASIA REGION

1. Sri Lanka

Institution: Postgraduate Institute of Medicine

Academic affiliation: University of Colombo

Country: Sri Lanka

City: Colombo

Duration of training/rotation: 

Standard pathway (full time) – 1 year

Extended pathway (part time) – 2 years

Distance learning (web-based)


Curriculum:

The course is made up of a number of individual modules which cover separate topic areas. There are 4 Compulsory modules and 5 Elective modules. Trainees would have to complete all compulsory modules and 3 elective modules.
Trainees would have a formal assessment of their progress in each module. They must achieve a pass mark of 50% for each module in order to complete the course.

Application requirements:
Medical Degree registrable with Sri Lanka Medical Council (SLMC) or equivalent institutions abroad;

Has one year of Medical Experience after internship;

Local Trainee: Rs. 50,000 per year (Full time-Rs.50,000  Part time-Rs. 100,000)

Trainees from the SAARC region: US$ 750 per year 

Others: US$ 2000 per year 

Trainees who need or choose to take an individual module in a year in which they are not paying full years fee would pay the following fees.

Elective Modules 10% of course fee

Compulsory Modules 15% of course fees for all modules with the exception of Core Science which is 30% of course fee.

Application fee: Rs. 500 (locals), US$ 10 (foreign).
Certification: MSc in Medical Toxicology.

Contact information:

Prof. Ravindra Fernando

Department of Forensic Medicine

Faculty of Medicine

Colombo

Phone: 0112694016 / 0112686142

Email: ravindrafernando@hotmail.co.uk 

Web site: www.cmb.ac.lk/pgim/GEN/Toxicology-DE/Toxicology-DE.html 
EUROPE REGION
1. United Kingdom
Institution: Department of Pharmacology, Therapeutics, and Toxicology

Academic affiliation: Cardiff University

Country: United Kingdom

City: Cardiff

Duration of training/rotation: Part time (distance learning) – 2 years


Curriculum:

PgCert and PgDip in Medical Toxicology: 

The Certificate and Diploma are only awarded to candidates who have demonstrated regular detailed study throughout the course and who reach a high standard of knowledge, understanding, and practical and clinical expertise. A commitment to regular daily study at home is required and an estimated 8 hours of study weekly during each module is considered to be the minimum necessary.

The Certificate consists of 5 main modules, each containing 3 topics, mainly drawn from the above. Thus 15 topics are studied. It is possible to convert the Certificate to a Diploma by studying the remaining 15 topics in the second year.

MSc in Medical Toxicology:
The MSc is available to a selected number of candidates who obtain acceptable marks on the Diploma and submit an MSc project which accords with the skills and expertise within the Department. All candidates must undertake the Diploma in the first year. In the second year MSc candidates complete four 2,500-word assignments. MSc candidates also have to complete a 15,000-word dissertation. There is also a biostatistics module which is not assessed.

Special features: 

· Distance learning, delivered by the internet 

· There is an optional update course during the first module organised by the National Poisons Information Service (Cardiff Centre). This provides a forum for discussion, tutorials, case presentations and lectures and the cost of this course (excluding travel) is included in the course fee. 

· There is a direct telephone number for use by candidates taking the course to ensure good communication with the department. 


Application requirements:
The courses are open to the following health care professionals:

· Medical personnel: particularly clinical pharmacologists in training, specialist registrars in Accident and Emergency Medicine and other disciplines and those seeking a career in , or who are already members of, the pharmaceutical industry or government regulatory bodies.

· Other healthcare professionals, including hospital and community pharmacists and those with a degree in a subject within Life Sciences. Individuals seeking a career in the governmental regulatory bodies or the pharmaceutical or chemical industry should also find the course valuable.

· Non-medical scientists, particularly those working in, or considering applying to, the UK and Irish Poisons Information Services. 

Tuition Fees:

· UK & EU Part Time Student Fees for 2008/2009
£2,540.00
MSc/Diploma fee. PgCert Fee: £1,650 

· International Part Time Student Fees for 2008/2009
£2,540.00
MSc/Diploma fee. PgCert Fee: £1,650 

Certification: MSc/PgCert/PgDip in Medical Toxicology.

Contact information: 

Name: Mrs Sue Colman
Telephone: +44 (0)29 2074 6698
Email: ColmanSB@cardiff.ac.uk   


Web site: http://coursefinder.cf.ac.uk/postgraduate/course/detail/843.html 
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