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of Medical Toxicology

ACMT Position Statement:
Safety Data Sheets

The American College of Medical Toxicology supports the intent of the Federal Regulations
which requires Safety Data Sheets (formerly Material Safety Data Sheets) as part of
communications to improve safety in the workplace.1

It is the position of ACMT that the format of the SDS should not be expanded to serve as a
mechanism to communicate to practitioners of medicine advice on treatment of the health
effects of chemical exposure other than first aid measures. As an alternative, the SDS should
include a referral mechanism through which advice on treatment is available from a physician
board-certified in medical toxicology. If one is not available, advice can be obtained from a
poison control center.

First aid recommendations should be intended for first responders and include specific
treatment only when there is an antidote or intervention generally accepted as effective, and
early administration could substantially improve outcome. The first aid section should be
developed under the supervision of a physician. Additionally, SDS should include a complete
listing of preservatives in Section 3 and allergens/sensitizers in Sections 2, 3, 11, 15, or 16.2,3
For complete and accurate information, special attention should be given to engineered
nanoparticles. This information should be reported on the SDS within three months of being
discovered.4,5

The individual or organization responsible for the content should be identified and the source of
listed health hazards should be cited.

Disclaimer
While individual practitioners may differ, this is the position of the College at the time written,
after a review of the issue and pertinent literature.
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